Vriesea – the case of two ‘Mortfontanensis’ by Butcher Oct 2010.

This all started with Ross Little asking me what this Cultivar looked like and I was going to tell him that the photo was in Baensch’s Blooming Bromeliads. There it shows a typical V. splendens inflorescence. BUT the Cultivar Register says (fenestralis x gigantea) so something needs investigating. 

Victoria Padilla in Brom Soc Bull 13(5): 99. 1963 tells us:

“Another beauty that M. Chantrier relished was his V. fenestralis var. mortfontanensis - a cross between V. fenestralis and V. tessellata. This plant was more vividly marked than its parents, the under sides of the leaves being a deep red which showed through the leaves giving them a roseate glow.” 

Tom Lineham in reproducing an article by Dutrie in J Brom Soc 38(4): 169. 1988 tells us:

“V. splendens mortfontanensis Hort. Chantrier. The plant is of a size intermediate between the two preceding plants, with leaves more upright, and with black-brown bands. The inflorescence attains a length of 60-70 cm, but the spike is not larger than that of V. splendens. The color of the bracts is perhaps a little darker.”

Clearly we have a mixup where the only ‘Mortfontanensis’ that seems to be surviving after WWII is the cultivar of V. splendens. Somehow or another, Chantrier gave the same name to two different plants – one a hybrid and one probably a ‘hybrid’ within a species.

To keep confusion to a minimum we have decided to call the ‘Mortfontanensis’ with links to V. splendens as ‘Mortfontanensis Splendens’  and correct its parentage and description.

What is interesting is that nobody has bothered to register a fenestralis x gigantea so we do not know what it looks like and can only guess.

